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The fanfare
of this season
will be unmistakable! As the
symphony embarks on their
65th anniversary, fans will
be delighted by
the unequivocal
festivities that
only the symphony can bring. From a
world famous Dame that
hales all the way from England to the much loved pomp
of Motown, young and old
alike will be sure to enjoy the
ballywho of this season. And
did we mention this is our
65th ANNIVERSARY!

Festive Beginnings kicks
off the Classic Series opening
concert on Saturday, September 16, at 7:30 p.m. MaestroTipton and the SOST begin
this concert with Wagner’s
powerful overture “Ride of
the Valkyries. We are pleased
to welcome special guest artist Dame Evelyn Glennie,
“This season we have
who hales from England.
world class soloists both on
the pops side and the classical Dame Glennie is the
series. Sharing the stage with world’s premiere solo percusthe outstanding percussionist sionist with more than 30
Dame Evelyn Glennie, Tomo- years of experience in the inko Kanamaru on the piano all dustry. She enjoys repeated
acclaim from audiences, colthe way to the Men of Moleagues and critics alike.
town, the Symphony of
Her performances, which covSoutheast Texas has something for you,” shares Maes- er an eclectic range of styles,
tro Chelsea Tipton about this have been described as exquisite, unique and equal to a
exciting upcoming season!

musical feast. Grammy Award winner
Glennie travels all
over the world attracting large audiences of all age
groups with her
stunning, one-of-akind performances.
She is recognized
for her unique musical ability despite
having lost her hearing at a
young age. She now teaches
her audiences how to listen to
music from her perspective.
(Read more about Dame
Glennie on Page 3). Dame
Glennie will perform on a
variety of percussion instruments bringing us Joseph
Schwantner’s “Concerto for
Percussion and Orchestra.”
Rounding out this festive
night will be Ottorino
Respighi’s “Roman Festivals,” which will transform us
to the beauty of Rome. This
first Classic Series Concert is
sponsored by Goodyear
Beaumont Chemical and the
Artist is sponsored by Sandra
Clark.
(continued on pg. 2)

For the first of two pops concerts
this season, we bring you Hollywood
and all the pomp and circumstance
with The Magical, Mystical World of
John Williams on October 14 at
7:30 pm. This Tinseltown composer, conductor, and pianist has a career
spanning more than six decades and
has composed some of the most popular and recognizable film scores in
history including Jaws, Superman,
and E.T., just to name a few. This
night will bring us music from Juras-

sic Park, Born on the Fourth of July,
Far and Away, Midway March,
Schindler’s List, Star Wars, Harry
Potter, and other favorites. This cinematic night is sure to take us to a
magical, mystical world! Concert
sponsored by Mason Construction.
At 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, November 11, our Fanfar es and Festivals Classic Series season continues
with A Marriage of Bach & Beethoven. This Bar oque meets the Classical Eras “wedding of the year” will
showcase our SOST talent with soloists Mauricio Oliveros on the violin,
Jennifer Isadore playing the flute,
Stanley Chyi on the oboe, and Brian
Shook showcasing the clarino trumpet. This marriage of composers will
bring us Mozart’s “Overture to the
Marriage of Figaro and Beethoven’s

fiery “Seventh Symphony,” which
was considered by the composer to be
his finest symphony. Our soloists tonight demonstrate the exceptional
talents of our orchestra as soloists and
ensemble players. Concert cosponsored by Entergy Texas and
Beaumont Music Commission. Artist
sponsored by Christus St. Elizabeth
Hospital.
On Sunday, December 3, at 3:00
p.m. the SOST comes “Home for
the Holidays” to get the community
in the Christmas spirit. Bring your
family and friends for this holiday
tradition and experience this joyful
celebration featuring popular songs of
the season performed in grand style
by the orchestra. Home for the Holidays will warm your heart and create
family memories to last a lifetime.
*This concert is not part of the season
subscription package. Tickets are $25
for adults and $15 for students and
seniors. Sponsored by A merican
Valve and Hydrant and Midsouth
Bank.
Our third concert in our Classic
Series continues on Saturday, February 10, at 7:30 p.m. with The Elegance of Elgar. Our guest solo ar tist,Tomoko Kanamaru, returns to
SOST for our anniversary season.
Kanamaru is a versatile recitalist,
concerto soloist, chamber musician,
and collaborative artist. Japanese pianist Kanamaru has garnered the respect of musicians and the acclaim of
critics. Having been praised by
The Philadelphia Inquirer as a
“charismatic pianist,” Ms. Kanamaru
continues to capture audiences’ attention with her stunning virtuosity and
unequaled sense of lyricism. The ele-

gant night will bring us Copeland’s
“Fanfare of the Common Man,”
Liszt’s “Concerto No. 1 in E,” and
Elgar’s “Enigma Variations.” Concert
co-sponsored by Baptist Hospital.
Artist sponsored by Gisella Houseman.
In our second pops concert of the
season, get ready to dust off your records of yester year, put on your dancing shoes, and join us for a glittery
night of Spectrum, A Tribute to Motown and R&B Music. This Las
Vegas award winning vocal group
will join
the
SOST for
a night to
remember on
Saturday,
March
10, at
7:30 p.m. Cushney Rober ts, David
Prescott, Pierre Jovan, and Darryl
Grant will take us down memory lane
with Motown’s greatest hits and
more! Concert sponsored by Rob
Clark, Jerry Thacker, and the Garth
Family. Artist sponsored by Capital
One.
For the finale concert of this show
stopping season, we will go out with a
“bang” as we present Javelins, Cannons & Glory on Saturday, April 7,
at 7:30 p.m. Exper ience Tor ke’s
“Javelin,” Poulenc’s “Gloria,” the
SOST Chorus, and Tchaikovsky’s

“1812 Overture.” Concert sponsored
by Rosine Wilson. Artist sponsored by
Merrill Lynch.
(Season Ticket info. on pg. 4.)
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Important Hurricane Notes
The Symphony of Southeast Texas is pleased to announce that we will return with normal operating conditions to the Julie Rogers Theatre this Saturday, September 16, at 7:30 pm! We are now able to present our
65th Anniversary Concert as planned with use of the restroom facilities (no portable restrooms), intermission,
and beverage selections. We hope you can join us as we
welcome special guest artist Dame Evelynn Glennie and
let her take us away from thoughts of Hurricane Harvey
with her musical prowess.

Shangri La Concert Date Change
Due to damage from Hurricane Harvey, the Symphony concert at
Shangri La Gardens has been rescheduled to Sunday, March 25.
If you have already purchased
tickets for this concert, they
will be honored at the new
date.
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Season tickets are available with prices ranging from $111 to
$199. Single ticket prices range from $26 to $46; senior,
student and group discounts are available. To purchase tickets
or get more information, go to www.sost.org or contact the
Symphony office at (409) 892-2257.

TICKETS

6:30 p.m. Pre-Concert Talk
Arrive early to the concert on September 16 for a
pre-concert talk with Maestro Tipton and special guests.

This season we have world class soloists both on the pops side and with the
classical series. We will be sharing the
stage with the outstanding percussionist Dame Evelyn Glennie, Tomoko
Kanamaru on the piano, and all the
way to the Men of Motown, the Symphony of Southeast Texas has something for you.

Maestro’s
Notes

This will be our biggest and best season as we celebrate 65 years of bringing great music to Beaumont and the
surrounding communities. We will
continue to offer great pops concerts.
The first one will feature the movie
music master John Williams and the
second pops concert in March we will
be swinging to the sounds of Motown. But we open our season in September with one of the great percussion soloists of our time, Dame Evelyn
Glennie. In December, our Home for
the Holidays concert will feature vocal
soloist Connor Bogart singing holiday
favorites that you are not going to
want to miss. We will feature members of our orchestra in the Bach Brandenburg Concerto No. 2 and so much
more this season. There is so much
talent in Southeast Texas and we like
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to feature artists both local and international.
This upcoming first classics concert is
unique in several ways. We have not
performed many pieces by living composers with the symphony here and
Joseph Schwantner is a Pulitzer Prize
winning composer who taught music
composition at Eastman School of
Music when I was a student there. I
have always loved his music and we
are excited to share his music with the
Golden Triangle community. Also
joining us on our opening concert is
world class percussion soloist Dame
Evelyn Glennie. What makes her
unique, besides her musical gifts, is
that she has been able to create this
amazing career all while being hearing
impaired. You will forget about that
when you hear her play on the Julie
Rogers stage.
This summer I spent time organizing
and planning for the future. I love
living down here and I do not even
mind the heat or the hurricanes. There
are such good people around here and
I look forward to celebrating this 65th
season with you all!

Classics Series

“Festive Beginnings”
Featuring Dame Evelynn Glennie
Saturday, September 16  7:30 p.m.

Evelyn Glennie is the
world’s premiere solo percussionist with over 30 years of experience in the industry. She enjoys repeated acclaim from audiences, colleagues and critics alike.
Her performances, which cover an
eclectic range of styles, have been
described as exquisite, unique and
equal to a musical feast. Evelyn
travels all over the world attracting large audiences of all age
groups with her stunning, one-of-a
-kind performances.
Evelyn is a sought-after public
speaker and presenter. She
talks passionately about education,
business, music and many other
topics, drawing on her experience
as an international performer and
her unique journey as a musician
who overcame life’s challenges to
reach self-styled career
goals. Uniquely, Evelyn uses short
musical demonstrations to captivate her audience, going beyond
the musical and tapping into
the lives of her audience.
Evelyn has a wealth of experience
in presenting for television and
radio including hosting her own
series of televised music pro-

grams, Sound Bites, and exploring
the traditional music of South Korea in Great Journeys.

music really affects all of us, connecting us in ways that the spoken
word cannot.”

“My first experience with percussion was seeing and being inspired
by my school orchestra at the age
of 12. I knew I needed something
else to go alongside my piano
playing, which was my main instrument at the time. It was an inexplicable feeling but as soon as I
saw the percussion section I knew
this was the family I belonged to.”

Throughout her career, Evelyn has
had the opportunity to collaborate
with a diverse range of artists.
“Working with Björk allowed me
to break away from the written
page and fall into a completely
different arena, audience-wise.
Giving totally improvised performances with Fred Frith is always
an exhilarating experience. We are

Evelyn Glennie is the first person
in history to successfully create
and sustain a full-time career as a
solo percussionist. “I still remember the smell of the tiny annex
room where my first ‘trial’ percussion lesson took place. I also remember the ecstatic feeling of
holding a pair of drum sticks and
striking a snare drum for the first
time. I immediately fell in love
with it and, to this day, that first
drum has a special place in my
heart.”
Evelyn Glennie performs worldwide with the greatest conductors,
orchestras, and artists. She fondly
recalls having played the first percussion concerto in the history of
The Proms at the Albert Hall in
1992, which paved the way for
orchestras around the world to feature percussion concerti. She had
the honor of a leading role in the
Opening Ceremony of the London
2012 Olympic Games. “Playing at
an event like that was proof that
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asking the audience to listen in a
completely different way.”
Evelyn’s solo recordings, which
now exceed 30 CDs, are as diverse
as her career on-stage. ‘Shadow
Behind the Iron Sun’ and ‘Sound
Spirits’ continue to be bestselling
albums that amply demonstrate
her brilliant improvisational skills.
Of ‘Shadow’ Evelyn remembers:
“the freedom I had in choosing
whichever instruments I wanted –
playing what I wanted and how I
wanted – was the most liberating
experience I have ever had in a
studio.”
(continued on pg. 6)

Dame Glennie Bio (continued)
A leading commissioner of new
works for solo percussion, Evelyn
has more than 200 pieces to her
name from many of the world’s
most eminent composers. She believes this has been crucial to her
success as a solo percussionist.
“It’s important that I continue to
commission and collaborate with a
diverse range of
composers
whilst recognizing the young
talent coming
through”.

and motivate people from all
walks of life. Her master classes
and consultations are designed to
guide the next generation.
“Listening is the backbone to every aspect of our lives. The challenges we face in business and at
home can usually be overcome
with better listening skills.”

A double
GRAMMY
award winner
and BAFTA
nominee Evelyn
is in demand as a
composer in her
own right and
records high
quality music for
film, television
and music library companies.
The film ‘Touch
the Sound’ and
her enlightening
TED speech remain key testimonies to her
approach to
sound-creation.
As a keen collector of percussion
instruments Evelyn has gathered a
private collection estimated at
over 2,000 items. “I realized as
soon as my parents bought me my
second pair of sticks that I was
going to be a collector of something!”
With over 80 international awards
to date, including the Polar Music
Prize, Evelyn continues to inspire

Evelyn’s childhood fascination
with trinkets led to her love of
jewelry. “I have been a keen collector ever since, as a little girl, I
visited my relatives on the Orkney
Isles.” Evelyn’s first range,
‘Percussion,’ is inspired by her
ancestral home on the Orkney
Isles. Her second range, ‘Sound
Colour,’ inspired by the shades of
sound, was added to the collection
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in 2012.
To this day, Evelyn continues to
invest in realizing her vision – to
Teach the World to Listen. “Life
is full of challenges, but we can
always find alternative ways of
approaching our difficulties,
which will often lead to new discoveries. My career and my life
have been about
listening in the
deepest possible
sense. Losing my
hearing meant
learning how to
listen differently,
to discover features of sound I
hadn’t realized
existed. Losing
my hearing made
me a better listener.”
Evelyn is looking
to open a centre
that embodies her
mission: “to improve communication and social
cohesion by encouraging everyone to discover
new ways of listening. We want
to inspire, to create, to engage and to empower.”
Awarded an OBE in 1993, a
Dame Commander of the British
Empire in 2007 and the Companion of Honour in 2016, Evelyn
lives in the beautiful countryside
of Cambridgeshire in the east of
England.
To read more about Dame Glennie, please visit her website at
https://www.evelyn.co.uk/.

Pops Series
“The Magical Mystical World of John Williams”
Saturday, October 14  7:30 p.m.
Julie Rogers Theatre
In a career that
spans five decades,
John Williams has
become one of
America’s most
accomplished and
successful composers for film and for
the concert stage.
He has served as
music director and
laureate conductor
of one of the country’s treasured
musical institutions, the Boston
Pops Orchestra, and he maintains
thriving artistic relationships with
many of the world’s great orchestras, including the Boston Symphony Orchestra, the New York
Philharmonic, the Chicago Symphony and the Los Angeles Philharmonic.
Mr. Williams has received a variety of prestigious awards, including the National Medal of Arts,
the Kennedy Center Honor, the
Olympic Order, and numerous
Academy Awards, Grammy
Awards, Emmy Awards and
Golden Globe Awards. He remains one of our nation’s most
distinguished and contributive
musical voices.
His 40-year artistic partnership
with director Steven Spielberg has
resulted in many of Hollywood’s
most acclaimed and successful
films, including Schindler’s List,

E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial, Jaws,
Jurassic Park, Close Encounters
of the Third Kind, four Indiana
Jones films, Saving Private Ryan,
Amistad, Munich, Hook, Catch
Me If You Can, Minority Report,
A.I.: Artificial Intelligence, Empire of the Sun, The Adventures of
TinTin and War Horse. Their latest collaboration, The BFG, was
released on July 1, 2016.
Mr. Williams has composed the
scores for all seven Star W ars
films, the first three Harry Potter
films, Superman: The Movie,
JFK, Born on the Fourth of July,
Memoirs of a Geisha, Far and
Away, The Accidental Tourist,
Home Alone, Nixon, The Patriot,
Angela’s Ashes, Seven Years in
Tibet, The Witches of Eastwick,
Rosewood, Sleepers, Sabrina,
Presumed Innocent, The Cowboys
and The Reivers, among many
others. He has worked with many
legendary directors, including Alfred Hitchcock, William Wyler
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and Robert Altman. In
1971, he adapted the
score for the film version of Fiddler on the
Roof, for which he composed original violin
cadenzas for renowned
virtuoso Isaac Stern. He
has appeared on recordings as pianist and conductor with Itzhak Perlman, Joshua Bell,
Jessye Norman and others. Mr. Williams has received
five Academy Awards and 50 Oscar nominations, making him the
Academy’s most-nominated living person and the second-most
nominated person in the history of
the Oscars. He also has received
seven British Academy Awards
(BAFTA), 22 Grammys, four
Golden Globes, five Emmys, and
numerous gold and platinum records.
This Pops Concert will feature
overtures and themes from movies including Jurassic Park, Born
on the Fourth of July, Far and
Away, The Midway, Schindler’s
List, Star Wars, and other favorites.
Join us as we enter the Magical,
Mystical World of this great composer as he takes us to a land far,
far away! This concert sponsored
by Mason Construction.

SOST Welcomes New

Director of Marketing
The Symphony of Southeast Texas
would like to welcome Jennifer “JT”
Robertson as the new part-time Director of Marketing. She holds a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Mass Communication from the University of
Louisiana at Monroe. Robertson has
previously worked as the Associate
Director of Communications for the
American Cancer Society in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana and currently works
as the Director of Communications
for Trinity United Methodist Church
in Beaumont.
Robertson has a son who recently
graduated from LSU and is currently
working on his Master’s degree and a
daughter in the fifth grade.
Robertson is excited to join the SOST
family and be a part of this talented
group!

SOST Films Commercials
Be on the lookout for our new commercials this season!

Purchase Tickets Now

Home for the Holidays
Sunday, December 3
3:00 p.m.
Julie Rogers Theatre
Adults $25 Students/Seniors $15
8

Robertson pictured with her family
Lance, Randall, and Reese

Meet the Board President
Russ Waddill

est, smartest, and most talented
people in Beaumont. I have
served with many of them on
other boards - they work tirelessly for multiple causes for
which they are passionate about
and it is honor to serve on a
team so committed to making
our community better.

Q) What are you excited about

Q) How long have you been a
board member?

A) Honestly, I don't remember. I
think this is the start of my
fourth year. I started the same
year as Executive Director, Doug
Fair.

Q) How did you become a
board member?

A) A couple of friends nominated me. I expressed interest because I had always wanted to
get more involved at SOST. I
have a passion for the arts and
am a musician.

Q) What do you enjoy about
serving on the board?

A) First, the cause is really important for our community. I
love that we provide such a first
rate experience of symphonic
music to residents in Southeast
Texas. Second, my colleagues on
the Board are some of the fin-

in middle school and high
school, but don't play currently.
I started guitar lessons in the 4th
grade and I have carried that
into adulthood, playing in a local
band with friends for the last 15
years. We've produced and released three CDs of original music over that span and had a lot
of fun doing it.

in your role as Board President?

Q) What is your profession?

A) I'm really excited to have a
front row seat seeing Chelsea,
Doug, and the committee plan
for the next season. I'm excited
to find out how they will continue to raise the bar artistically
with programming and guest
artists.

A) I'm a partner in a marketing

Q) What has been your favorite

ment?

SOST concert?

A) That is really a tough question to answer. The concert with
the Antioch Baptist Church choir
accompanying was very moving
and powerful. If I had to pick
one, the very first concert at
Shangri La in the fall of 2015
stands out. The weather was
absolutely perfect and we had
an amazing turnout that evening. For many, it was their first
time to either hear the Symphony or visit Shangri La. It was a
pretty magical night.

Q) Do you or did you ever play a
musical instrument?

A) I played trumpet for 7 years
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agency, Neos Marketing, based
in Houston. Neos is a strategic
marketing consulting firm that
helps businesses get more clients by planning, branding, and
harnessing technology.

Q) Other community involveA) I am or have been a current
or past Board member at Monsignor Kelly Catholic High
School, CHRISTUS Hospital Foundation, Art Museum of Southeast Texas, EDAREN Foundation,
All Saints Episcopal School, and
Trinity United Methodist
Church.

Q) Hobbies?
A) Singing, writing and playing
music in the Book of Days band,
hiking or skiing in the Rocky
Mountains, spending time with
my wife and kids doing just
about anything.

Magnificent Marimba!
Thanks to a grant from both
the B.A. and Elinor
Steinhagen Benevolent Trust
and the Edaren Foundation,
The Symphony of Southeast Texas now has a new
marimba!

Jamie Strawther, along with Kurt Killion and Scott
Deppe from Swicegood Music , putting together
the new marimba.
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@TheSOST

www.facebook.com/TheSOST

www.youtube.com/SOSETX

Upcoming Events
Date, time

Event

Location

Sept. 16, 6:30 p.m.

Pre-Concert Talk

Julie Rogers Theatre
765 Pearl Street

Sept. 16, 7:30 p.m.

Classics Series I
“Festive Beginnings”

Julie Rogers Theatre
765 Pearl Street

Oct. 14, 7:30 p.m.

Pops Concert I

Nov. 11, 6:30 p.m.

Pre-Concert Talk

Julie Rogers Theatre
765 Pearl Street

Nov. 11, 7:30 p.m.

Classics Series II
“A Marriage of Bach & Beethoven”

Julie Rogers
765 Pearl Street

Dec. 3, 3:00 p.m.

Holiday Concert
“Home for the Holidays”
Pops Concert II
“Spectrum: A Tribute to Motown and
R&B Music”

Julie Rogers Theatre
765 Pearl Street
Julie Rogers Theatre
765 Pearl Street

March 10, 7:30 p.m.

Julie Rogers Theatre
“The Magical Mystical World of John Williams” 765 Pearl Street

Dec. 4, 3 p.m.

Holiday Concert
Julie Rogers Theatre
“Home
forfrom
the Holidays”
If your schedule prevents
you
attending a concert, PLEASE consider releasing

your tickets prior to the day of the concert by calling the Symphony office at
(409) 892-2257.
The Symphony of Southeast Texas
4345 Phelan Blvd, Suite 105 • Beaumont, TX 77707
(409) 892-2257 • www.sost.org • sost@sost.org
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